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TWENTY SECOND YEAR ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Chairman’s report 

 

The twenty second year of Chennai Fine Arts was eventful 

with concerts on various occasions. Started with a noble 

motive of promoting classical Carnatic music and giving a 

platform to deserving young musicians, Chennai Fine Arts 

has successfully stridden in its purposeful journey over the years. The 

events that were organized during the year are,  

 Dasarathi Sangeethotsavam on the occasion of Sri Rama Navami - - 

18th to 22nd April 2024 at Sri Krishna Mandhiram in Thiruvanmiyur 

 Arumukhanam Workshop at Puducherry from 8th to 14th May 2024 

 Palghat Mani Iyer Award and concert – 10th June 2024 at Srinivasa 

Sastri Hall, Luz 

 Vinjamuri Dr Varadaraja Iyengar Memorial Concert – 6th July 2024 

at Srinivasa Sastri Hall, Luz 

 Music Competition at Aditya Vidyashram School, Puducherry – 5th 

August 2024 

 Sarathy Sangeethotsavam celebrating Sri Krishna Jayanthi from 

21st to 23rd August 2024 at Hare Krishna Mandir, Thiruvanmiyur 

 Dusserah Utsav from 3rd to 12th October 2024 at Chennai Fine Arts’ 

Administrative Office, Adyar 

 Annual Music Festival from 21st to 31st December 2024 at Srinivasa 

Sastri Hall, Luz 

 Vaikunda Ekadasi on 11th January 2025 at Hare Krishna Mandir, 

Thiruvanmiyur 

 Vasant Panchami Veenotsavam on 2nd February 2025 – Online 

concert streamed on YouTube 

 

Acknowledgement 

 

I offer my respects to my guru Shri. Chitravina Narasimhan. I thank 

all members of our advisory board and executive committee. I also 

acknowledge the constant support offered by the print and online media. I 

thank our auditor Mr. Ashwin Sridhaaran and our Bankers, Bank of India 

and Canara Bank, Adyar Branch for their services for the smooth 

functioning of the trust. A note of appreciation to all the faculties for 

skillfully training the students of CFA Academy.  
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I thank my revered guru shri. Chitravina Narasimhan for 

contributing to the Gotuvadyam Narayana Iyengar Award’s prize money 

every year. I thank musicians Palghat Dr Ramprasad, Trichy Dr. K. 

Murali and B. Shreesundarkumar for instituting the Palghat Mani Iyer 

Award, Pudukkottai Dakshinamurthy Pillai Award and Laya Puraskar 

respectively under the banner of Chennai Fine Arts. I also thank Smt. 

Sandhya Vinjamuri for organizing the Vinjamuri Varadaraja Iyengar 

Birth Anniversary Concerts under our banner every year with support 

from the Ganakalanidhi Vinjamuri Varadaraja Iyengar Memorial Trust. I 

also thank our sponsor and donors, R. Ramaswamy Charitable Trust and 

others for their generous contribution. I also thank Kalaimamani S 

Gopakumar for his services at Puducherry. My sincere thanks to the 

Ministry of Culture, Government of India, New Delhi for extending 

financial assistance to carry out the object of the trust more effectively and 

efficiently.  

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
 

 
 

P N Muralidharan,  

Chairman. 

 

Constitution 

Board of Trustees 

P N Muralidharan B.Sc., FCA  Founder and Managing Trustee 

S Nithyasree  Secretary 

P S Aravamudhan Trustee 
 

CFA Academy Faculty 

Dr. S Nithyasree Principal / Veena Guru 

A S Divya Vocal Artiste 

R Charukesi Vocal Artiste 

Shreya Anil Violin Artiste 

Tiruneermalai B Mani Tavil Artiste 

P Innisaivendhan Arumukhanam Artiste 

S Raghuraman Arumukhanam Artiste 

S Sivasubramanian Mridangam Artiste 

R Rajesh Mridangam Artiste  

R Ramasubramanian Mridangam Artiste 
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Dasarathi Sangeethotsavam – April 2024 
 

Sri Rama Navami is celebrated by Chennai Fine Arts every year by organizing 

concerts at Sri Krishna Mandhiram located at Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai. This year, the 

festival was celebrated for five days between 18th to 22nd April with concerts by many 

little children and upcoming musicians in the format of Guru Sishya series.  
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The first concert was by the sishyas and the second concert by the Guru who 

teaches them. Sri. Aswin Sridharan, a renowned Chartered Accountant and 

Mrdangam artist inaugurated the festival. The details of performances are as below. 

Day 1 – Smt. Bhavadharini Anantaraman & Disciples 

Day 2 – Dr B Umashankar & Disciples 

Day 3 – Dr S Nithyasree & Disciples 

Day 4 – Dr Salem Gayathri & Disciples  

Day 5 – Harikatha on Rama Gunanubhavam by Janane Narayanan 

There was also a special concert on the final day by Vidwan AS Murali. This 

marked the mrdangam arangetram of Sri. Anand Rangarajan.  

 

Arumukhanam Workshop – May 2024 

A one-week worshop was conducted 

at Puducherry School of Percussion 

music from 8th to 14th May. 30 

students were trained in the art of 

playing Arumukhanam, a six faced 

percussion drum and also in general 

aspects of classical music. The 

students were given participation certificates on 31st May at Puducherry.  

 

Palghat Mani Iyer Puraskar – June 2024 

This is an award presented in memory 

of yesteryear legendary Mrdanga Vidwan 

Palghat Mani Iyer. This award is instituted by 

his son Palghat TR Rajaram and presented 

under the aegis of Chennai Fine Arts every 

year to a percussion artist.  
 

This year the award was presented to 

Vidvan Shri B Shree Sundarkumar (Kanjira 

and Mridangam artiste) by Padmasri 

Awardee Haridwaramangalam Dr AK 

Palanivel (Tavil maestro) at Srinivasa Sastri 

Hall, Luz, Chennai on 10th June 2024, 

marking the 113th Birth Anniversary of Mani 

Iyer.  
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The award function was followed by the vocal recital of Vidwan AS Murali. He 

was accompanied by the awardee Shreesundarkumar on the Mrdangam, Sri. MA 

Sundareswaran on the Violin and BS Purushothaman on the Kanjira.  

 

Dr. Vinjamuri Varadaraja Iyengar Memorial Concert – July 2024 

 

 

This is another event organized every year with support from Ganakalanidhi 

Vinjamuri Dr. Varadaraja Iyengar Memorial Trust. This year the 109th Birth 

Anniversary concert of Varadaraja Iyengar was organized on 6th July 2024 in which 

Vidvan Shertalai Sivakumar’s vocal recital was featured.  A violinist by profession, 

Shri. Sivakumar presented a remarkable vocal concert. He was accompanied on the 

Violin by vid. VL Kumar, on the Mridangam by vid. Srimushnam Rajarao and on the 

Kanjira by vid. S Venkatramanan.  

 

Music Competition – August 2024  

 

Music competition was organized for students of Aditya Vidyashram School at 

Puducherry under various categories such as vocal, violin, veena, keyboard and 

bharatanatyam. Qualified judges assessed the students and presented certificates to 

the participants and winners. More than 300 students participated in these 

competitions. 
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Sarathy Sangeethotsavam – August 2024 

 

This is an event organized during Krishna Janmashtami every year. This year, 

Chennai Fine Arts is joining with Dakshina Dwaraka Dham to organize this festival at 

Hare Krishna Mandir premises located in Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai, from 21st to 23rd 

August 2024. The details of concerts are 

Day 1 – CVP Sastry – Vocal 

Day 2 – Kolkatta Aishwarya – Vocal  

Day 3 – Chittoor Pathanjali and Viswanathan – Flute 

 

Dusserah Utsav – October 2024 

Krodhi Dusserah Utsva was a Ten-day festival to celebrate Navaratri between 

03.10.2024 & 12.10.2024, at CFA’s administrative office in Adyar. There was one 

concert everyday for duration of 90 minutes. All concerts were streamed live through 

Chennai Fine Arts Facebook page, daily at 11.30 a.m. The details of concerts are, 

Day 1 – Adyar Brothers – J Venkatesh & J Balasubramani (Nagaswaram)  

Day 2 – CK Pavandeep (Vocal) 

Day 3 – Roopa shastry (Vocal) 

Day 4 – Pathangi Brothers – Dhruv & Dhatre (Vocal) 

Day 5 – Sriranjanee Koushik (Vocal) 

Day 6 – Adyar Amarabharati Sathsangam group (Vocal) 

Day 7 – Shruti Bhat (Vocal) 

Day 8 – Bangalore Nishanth (Vocal) 

Day 9 – Subhasree Ramachandran (Vocal) 

Day 10 – Sashank Mallaya (Veena) 
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ANNUAL MUSIC FESTIVAL – Supported by Ministry of Culture, Government of 

India, New Delhi- December 2024 

 

 

The Annual Music Festival of Chennai Fine Arts was celebrated from 21st to 

31st December 2024. Renowned Clarinet exponent ‘Padmasri’ AKC Natarajan was 

presented the Gotuvadyam Narayana Iyengar Award for Excellence comprising 

Rupees One Lakh Cash and a gold medal during the inaugural function. Awards were 

presented to percussion artists, instituted by Vidvans Trichy Dr. Murali and 

Sreesundarkumar. The Pudukkottai Dakshinamurthy Pillai Award for percussion was 

presented to Mridanga Vidwan HS Sudhindra and the Laya Puraskar instituted by 

Sreesundarkumar was presented to Kanjira Vidwan BS Purushottaman. 
 

The participation of artists is as below 

 

 

42 

42 47 

4 
15 

11 
1 

1 1 4 1 1 

Vocal Violin Mridangam Veena

Ghatam Kanjira Morsing Chitravina

Nagaswaram Tavil Ensemble Dance
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Vaikunda Ekadashi – January 2025 

 On the occasion of Vaikunda Ekadashi this year, Chennai Fine Arts participated 

in the Bhajan Seva organized by Hare Krishna Mandir, Chennai on 11th January 2025. 

Three concerts were organized by CFA at the temple. They are, 

 Vocal recital by Smt. Hamsini Vytheeswaran 

 Keyboard concert by Arjun Sambasivan and Narayanan 

 Namasankeerthanam by students of Smt. AS Divya, Faculty of CFA Academy 

 

  
  

 
 

Vasanth Pancami – February 2025 

Every year Vasanth Panchami, the day of Goddess Saraswati, is also celebrated 

with a concert – a Veena Recital to be more precise to thank the deity of arts and 

also to start off the next year on a successful note.  
 

 



  Chennai Fine Arts  Annual Report 2024-25 

 

 Page 19 of 28 

 

 This year, a Chitraveena (Gotuvadyam) recital by Smt. Usha from Kerala was 

organized to celebrate Vasanth panchami. This concert was recorded and premiered 

in YouTube on 2nd February 2025 - https://youtu.be/toKhEJvZ5E4  

 

CFA Academy 

 

The CFA Academy continues to function successfully. The Guru and Sishyas 

supported with Repertory Grant of the Ministry of Culture have made commendable 

contribution both by means of performances and also by training a number of 

students. Many kids have started learning music enthusiastically in various streams 

such as Vocal, Violin, Mrdangam, Tavil, Arumukhanam and Veena.  

 

  
 

The team of artists did few productions including Bhajanamrtham, Laya 

Vinyasam, Thillana and so on. The artists are also performers and presented many 

solo concerts in various festivals and other organizations during the year. They also 

trained many sishyas and made them perform in the programs organized by Chennai 

Fine Arts.  

 

CFA Online 
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Chennai Fine Arts has remarkable presence online. The activities of the 

trust are regularly uploaded in its website www.chennaifinearts.in. The 

trust is also active in the social media. The photographs of all the 

performances are available at the Facebook link 

https://www.facebook.com/Chennaifinearts. CFA also started a YouTube 

channel recently and it can be viewed in the name of Chennai Fine Arts. 

(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmZMfaQlCrZenZciB7GYUaQ).  

 

Social Activities 

 

 CFA has been donating musical instruments like Violin, Veena, Mrudangam 

and so on to the deserving students every year. In the past ten years nearly 30 

students have been benefitted by this contribution. Every year annadhanam is 

organized to provide food to the needy students. The trust is also supporting with 

financial assistance, the economically backward school-going children towards 

payment of their fees and continues the same till they complete their school final, for 

the past five years.  
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PRESS CLIPPINGS 
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INVITATIONS 
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